THE NEW SAINTS
SCHOLARSHIP
FOOTBALL
DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMME
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NORTH
SHROPSHIRE COLLEGE

PARTNERSHIP OVERVIEW
A MESSAGE FROM OUR EDUCATION PARTNERS
North Shropshire College are very excited to work with The New Saints Football
Club to develop The New Saints Scholarship Football Development Programme;
Working with such a prestigious partner on exciting projects is great for the College.
The College is consistently growing with 1,000 students over two campuses. Our
sports facilities far outshine any other college in the region and the choice of academic
opportunities is vast.

“Currently 100% of students on the programme
complete their academic qualification, with 80%
achieving above their target grade.
We are looking forward to educating the next
group of young athletes to ensure they excel both
in the classroom and on the pitch.”
Dan Stevens
Head of Sport at North Shropshire College

“We are delighted to continue our
partnership agreement with North
Shropshire College providing students
with the ideal opportunity to progress
both on and off the pitch utilising the
outstanding facilities both at the
club and the College.”
Ian Williams
Chief Operating Officer
and Secretary of The
New Saints FC

PROGRAMME OVERVIEW
The New Saints Scholarship Football Development Programme is delivered in partnership
with North Shropshire College. The programme aims to provide development squads
for The New Saints FC for like minded talented footballers within and around the local
area to continue developing.
The education provision forms the core of the programme whilst the football offer will
continue to enhance players on an individual basis, with players benefiting from supported
pathways into footballers’ next steps under the guidance of Steve Evans and Simon Smith.
What can I do with a Level 2 or 3 BTEC in Sport?
The experience of the football programme and the carefully chosen module pathway is
designed to form a clear pathway into further education at university or employment within
the sports and active leisure sector - Potential career pathways could include:
• Sports coaching			
• Sports medicine			
• Personal training			
• Professional sportsperson		

• Sports science
• Sports facility management
• Sports development
• Employment with Community Sports Foundation

In addition to this, second year students will also be offered the chance to complete FA/
FAW coaching qualifications and receive additional placements within our Academy and
Foundation programmes, enhancing career and employment opportunities.

LEARN

TRAINING

Students on the course
will study for a Level 2 or 3
BTEC Extended Diploma in
Sport, with the possibility of
an additional A Level at the
Oswestry Campus over a two
or three year period. They
will follow a carefully planned
pathway of modules to provide
them with a broad range of
knowledge and experience,
whilst remaining linked to
potential career pathways.

Students will receive nine hours a week of dedicated
football coaching with full time FAW A License qualified
coaches. Training sessions will focus on core areas of
physical, technical, tactical and psychosocial development
in line with the club’s philosophy and technical programme.

The unique North Shropshire
College and The New Saints
FC learning environment allows
students to be exposed to a
variety of working areas of a
professional football club and
its staff to enhance the delivery
of core units.

Technical
Ball mastery, changes of direction, skills and tricks, passing,
receiving, dribbling, shooting, goalkeeping in accordance
with each individual’s development plans.
Tactical development
Team play, formations, playing to a plan, game play.
Facilities
Training sessions and matches are enjoyed at The
Venue, home to The New Saints FC and the
Oswestry Campus pitch ensuring the best
facilities are available at all times for
players to continue their own
football development.

PLAY

SPORT SCIENCE

Students on the programme will
represent North Shropshire College
and The New Saints FC in the
West Midlands Colleges Cat 1 &
Cat 2 leagues, National Cups on
Wednesdays and also in the FAW
Development League on Sundays,
playing against representatives
teams from other colleges and Welsh
premier league clubs.

Match analysis
Using the state of the art facilities at The Venue, students have
the opportunity to review and analyse each fixture with the
coaching team.

Home games will be played at The
Venue 3G pitch and a grass pitch at
Oswestry Campus, ensuring scholars
have the opportunity to transfer their
talents from training to the pitch.

Individual performance analysis
Each scholar will have their own individual development plan
every six weeks, with data being collected by the coaching
team to inform decision making and planning.
Strength and conditioning
With the physical demands placed on players in football
training and games, it is important that players have the
physical capacity to perform to the required levels. Therefore
elements of training sessions will also focus on the physical
development of the players including balance, co-ordination,
agility, stamina, strength, flexibility and speed through testing
and individual fitness apps.
Recovery
Players will also receive specific recovery and nutrition plans
alongside protein to enhance recovery.

LEWIS DUTTON
A STUDENT’S STORY
“I started at TNS in the Junior Academy, and
knew that playing football was what I wanted to
do as a career. The scholarship is a great way to
do this, as it means I get to play the football that
I love, but also I’m gaining a qualification at the
same time.
Unlike other sport courses, the scholarship is
fully focussed on football, but because of the
qualification that you gain being worth 3 A-Levels,
you can still go on to University.
The course is good for players of all abilities, and
I’ve really enjoyed being part of the College. The
teachers are great, and as I’m coming to the end
of my second year, I’ve been offered a contract
with the main team as a goalkeeper.
If you love football, I’d really recommend this
course for you.”

HOW TO APPLY
Entry requirements
Due to the nature of the level 3 BTEC course, all
students must obtain a minimum of 5 A* - C grades
at GCSE level including both maths and English.
However for level 2 BTEC, anything below 5 A* C grades will be accepted, and at the same time
students must be able to demonste the appropriate
core football abilities.
All students will need to pay an enrolment fee, which
in return will see players issued with personalised
training kits, individual and team training
programmes and full personal injury insurance cover.
How to register
Students looking to enrol onto The New Saints
Scholarship Football Development Programme
need to complete the attached application form and
return to Simon Smith by the identified deadline.
Upon a successful scholarship application, students
will need to enrol with North Shropshire College,

starting with a college interview, this can be booked
at the Oswestry campus reception.
Following this, a parents’ evening will be held
to outline final programme details, assess an
individual sustainability to the programme and
clarify any questions or concerns from students
and parents/guardians. All students will then be
contacted regarding whether or not they have
been offered a non-conditional or conditional offer
dependent on exam results. Players will then need
to sign scholarship contracts prior to the course
commencing.

“The course allows the students to train in a
full-time football environment and continue
their studies at the same time, we have some
of the best facilities and coaching staff. Our
success in the past couple of years has been
great on the pitch which include semi finalists
in the National Colleges Competition.”
Simon Smith - Youth Team Manager

READY TO JOIN THE TEAM?

The New Saints FC, The Venue, Park Hall,
Burma Road, Oswestry, SY11 4AS

North Shropshire College, Shrewsbury
Road, Oswestry, SY11 4QB

Contact Simon Smith on 07807 757 677
or email simon.smith@tnsfc.co.uk

Call 0800 440 2281
or visit www.nsc.ac.uk

